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o the Owners of Barges trading upon the River Severn, 
and the perſons employed in navigating them. 
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ERSO NS engaged in the intended New Canal from Stourbridge to Worceſter 
take great pains to point out to you the inconveniences which will ariſe from 
ears acroſs the River, and Locks by the fide of them, and in ſome ſtates of the 
water there will be ſome inconveniencies. 


But their 7 n is to prevent your ſeeing the much- greater inconveniencies 
hat you muſt ſuffer from the New Canal. ; 


If by. your oppoſition you could prevent the improvement of the River, and the 
making of the New Canal as well, it might perhaps anſwer your purpoſe, but 
preventing the Locks only will ruin you; of two evils therefore chute the leaſt : 

he New Canal it is ſuppoſed will take place, and the bufineſs done upon it will of 
ourſe leſſen your trade, as your Barges cannot be navigated on it: the coals 
brought down it in dry ſeaſons will be conveyed into deep water below Worceſter, 
nd tupply the markets when the Barges above cannot come down. 


There is a ſcheme alſo ingontemplation for a communication with the Avon, by 
mother Cut fromthe New Canal, to that the trade for coals upon the River Severn, 
hich at preſent ſupplies thoſe markets, will be entirely deſtroyed. 


Merchandize to Birmingham will in dry ſeaſons, and may in general, be conveyed 


Pp the New Canal, in which you can have no ſhare ; and great numbers of the 
hen now empſpyed in working and halling Barges muſt ſtarve, becauſe the Boats 


n the New Canal will be drawn by Horſes, whereas the preſent method of halling 
by men will be continued on the Severn. 


It follows, therefore, that a principal part of the trade upon the River Severn, 


ad nearly the whole of the Shropſhire Coal trade will be deſtroyed, and of courſe 


our veſlels rendered uſeleſ 8. 


To prevent this, to preſerve your property, and maintain the cuſtomary trade, it 
your intereſt to petition for the Improvement of the River, for by ſo doing you 
nuſt ſecure ap equal ſhare of the butineſs :at-leaſt, and perhaps the whole, for if 
cave be given for improving the River, the new fchemers will not be fond of trying 
azardous experiments. | 


Conſider in time, therefore, your own intereſt, and encourage the improvement of 
he River as a matter of neceſſity now, on which all your employment depends, 
hereas if the New Canal had not been intended, you might have been indifferent 
22 the River was improved or not, as the trade could not go into another 
Thannel. | | T 
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A FREND to the RIVER SEVERN. 
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